PATENT 

Serial No. 09/176,171 
Amendment in Reply to Office Action of October 18, 2004 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 18, 24-25, 27-28 and 30-33 as follows: 
Claims 1-17 (Canceled) 



1 18. (Currently Amended) The oy -s-teffl~~e# ^l a im --~-3^ A home or 

2 office security system comprising: 

3 a network via which a plurality of appliances communicate 

4 to effect a control of one or more appliances of the plurality of 

5 appliances, 

6 a first appliance of the plurality of appliances having: 

7 a first appliance component that is con-figured to 

8 effect a primary function of the first appliance that is 

9 independent of security, and 

10 a status reporter that is configured to communicate 

11 a status of the first appliance via the network; and 

12 an alarm activation processor, operably coupled to the 

13 status reporter, that is configured to receive the status, and to 

14 effect an alarm response dependent on the status , wherein: 
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15 a second appliance of the plurality of appliances 

16 includes a second appliance component for effecting a second 

17 primary function independent of security; and 

18 the alarm activation processor is integrated in the 

19 second appliance. 

1 19. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 18, wherein: 

2 the status reporter and the alarm activation processor 

3 each comprise a respective HAVi- compliant module to facilitate 

4 communicating the status via the network. 

1 20 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 18, wherein: 

2 the status reporter and the alarm activation processor 

3 each comprise a respective Home API -compliant module to facilitate 

4 communicating the status via the network. 

1 21 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 18, further 

2 including: 

3 a third appliance having a second alarm activa.tion 

4 processor, operably coupled to the status reporter via the network, 
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5 for receiving the status and effecting a second alarm response 

6 dependent on the status. 

1 22 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21, wherein 

2 the second alarm response is also dependent upon a status 

3 of the second appliance. 

1 23 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 21, wherein 

2 the alarm activation processor is further configured to 

3 effect the alarm response in further dependence upon a rule base 

4 that is associated with the first appliance, and 

5 the second alarm activation processor is further 

6 configured to effect the second alarm response dependent upon a 

7 second rule base associated with the first appliance. 

1 24 . (Currently Amended) The system of cla ^r m 17, fu ^ferhe^ 

2 del uding A home or office security system comprising: 

3 a network via which a plurality of appliances communicate 

4 to effect a control of one or more appliances of the plurality of 

5 appliances , 

6 a first appliance of the plurality of appliances having: 
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7 a first appliance componen tjh at is configured to 

8 effect a primary function of the first appliance that is 

9 independent of security, and 

10 a status reporter that is configured to communicate 

11 a status of the first appliance via the network; 

12 an alarm activation processor, operably coupled to the 

13 status reporter, that is configured to receive the status, and to 

14 effect an alarm response dependent on the status; and 

15 an area security devices that is configured to detect an 

16 area status of an area; 

17 wherein: 

18 the activation processor is also operably coupled to the 

19 area security device and is further configured to effect the alarm 

20 response dependent on the area status. 

1 25. (Currently Amended) ^^^^ home or office 

2 security system comprising: 

3 a network via which a plurality of appliances communicate 

4 to effect a control of one or more appliances of the plurali ty of 

5 appliances, 

6 a first appliance of the plurality of appliances having: 
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7 a first appliance component that is configured to 

8 effect a primary function of the first appliance that^ Ls 

9 independent of security, and 

10 a status reporter that is configured to communicate 

n a status of the first appliance via the network; and 

12 an alarm activation processor, operably coupled to the 

13 status reporter, that is configured to receive the status, and to 

14 effect an alarm response dependent on the status , wherein 

15 the alarm activation processor is further configured to 

16 effect the alarm response in further dependence upon a rule base 

17 that is associated with the first appliance. 



Claim 26 (Canceled) 

1 27. (Currently Amended) The~--appi-i an c e o £• el a-m 2 6 An 

2 electronic appliance for use in a security system, the appliance 

3 comprising : 

4 an appliance component that is configured to effect a 

5 primary function independent of security; 

6 an interface to a network that facilitates a control of 

7 the appliance component via communications on the network; and 
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8 a status reporter that is configured to communicate a 

9 status of the appliance via the network; 

10 wherein the security system has an alarm activation 

11 processor operably coupled to the status reporter via the network 

12 for receiving the status and effecting an alarm response dependent 

13 on the status , and wherein the status reporter is HAVi compliant. 

1 28. (Currently Amended) The appliance of claim 2 -&~-An 

2 electronic appliance for use in a security system, the appliance 

3 comprising : 

4 an appliance component that is configured to effect a 

5 primary function independent of security; and 

6 an interface to a network that facilitates a control of 

7 the appliance component via communications on the network, 

8 a status reporter that is configured to communicate a 

9 status of the appliance via the network; 

10 wherein the security system has an alarm activation 

11 processor operably coupled to the status reporter vi a the network 

12 for receiving the status and effecting an alarm resp onse dependent 

N : \UserPubl ic\HJ\PHA\ A23 503_amd_APBr ief . hj r . doc 7 



PATENT 

Serial No. 09/176, 171 
Amendment in Reply to Office Action of October 18, 2004 



13 on the status, and w herein the status reporter is Home API 

14 compliant. 

Claim 29 (Canceled) 

1 30. (Currently Amended) £he ap plian ce of cl e^- m 29 An 

2 electronic appliance for use in a security system, the appliance 

3 comprising : 

4 an appliance component that is configured to effect a 

5 primary function independent of security; 

6 an interface to a network that facilitates a control of 

7 the appliance component via communications on the network; and 

8 an alarm activation processor that is configured to 

9 effect an alarm response dependent on a status received from a 

io status reporter of an other appliance via the netwo rk, wherein the 

n alarm activation processor is HAVi compliant. 

1 31. (Currently Amended) The appliance o ^ejr^4rm-^_An 

2 electronic appliance for use in a security system^ the appliance 

3 comprising : 
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an appliance component that is configured to effect a 
primary function independent of security; 

an interface to a network that facilitates a control of 
the appliance component via communications on the network; and 

an alarm activation processor that is configured to 
effect an alarm response dependent on a status received from a 
status reporter of an other appliance via the network , wherein the 
alarm activation processor is Home API compliant. 

32 . (Currently Amended) The appliance of clai m— 2-9 An 
electronic appliance for use in a security system, the appliance 



comprising : 

an appliance component that is configured to effect a 
primary function independent of security; 

an interface to a network that facilitates a control of 
the appliance component via communications on the net work; and 

an alarm activation processor that is conf igured to 

effect an alarm response dependent on a status receiv ed from a 
status reporter of an other appliance via the network , wherein 
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11 the alarm activation processor is also operably coupled 

12 to an area security device that provides an area status^ and 

13 the alarm response is further dependent on the area 

14 status. 

1 33 . (Currently Amended) The ap pliance of cl ^tf^^ An 

2 electronic appliance for use in a security system, the appliance 

3 comprising : 

4 an appliance component that is configured to effect a 

5 primary function independent of security; 

6 an interface to a network that facilitates a control of 

7 the appliance component via communications on the network, and 

8 an alarm activation processor that is configured to 

9 effect an alarm response dependent on a status received fron^j 

io status reporter of an other appliance via the network , wherein the 

n alarm activation processor is further configured to effect the 

12 alarm response in dependence upon a rule base that is associated 

13 with the other appliance. 



Claim 34 (Canceled) 
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